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Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!   
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.   

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,  
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your  

requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all  
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.   Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy -  

think about such things.  ~ Philippians 4:4-8  
 
I want to tell you that I am so happy and joyful that I am in ministry 
with each of you.  I pray that as we now envision what the future of 
Hubbard United Methodist Church’s ministry looks like together, that 
we can know and experience together the very meaning of the verses 
above.  So, I would like to draw out a few of the words that jump out  
at me in these verses and apply them to our life as fellow believers.    
 

Rejoice… In the Greek of the New Testament this word for  
rejoice is “xαίρετε” (chaírete) and this word in turn relates to the 
words… love, grace, heart, be glad, happy, cheerful and joyful.  It is 
decidedly a favorite word of the Apostle Paul.  “Grace alone!” we say 
as Methodists.  We are saved by God’s grace expressed through his 
son, Jesus.  For in Jesus, the Bible tells us, true joy is found!  It is my 
desire as your pastor that we all can find such joy in our congregation 
and that our joy becomes the defining persona of who we are in Christ 
both personally and as together as the Church.    
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Gentleness… It is important that we strive to be gentle in spirit 
with one another.  It is one of the fruits of the spirit that is to be 
evident in every believer (Galatians 5:22-23).  Gentleness.   
I remember when my son was little and he held a puppy or a 
kitten and I would have to say to him repeatedly, “Be gentle!”   
Not that he wasn’t but that he would always be mindful that he 
was to be caring, kind, and gentle with such things.  So, it is 
good for us as Christians to put gentleness into practice,  
especially in these times of great division.  This might mean 
getting out of our social media bubbles and instead, invest in  
relationships.  Social media bubbles invite algorithms that can 
make us angry, divided, and easy to influence.   
 

Now is the time to think ahead, join us as we share with other 
congregations, a Thanksgiving or Blue Christmas service,  
or pray together.  We will soon be invited to take a church  
assessment.  What might God call forth from us? Love your 
neighbor by getting out of your bubble.  Reflect on this  
theologically:  How might I be the hands and feet of Jesus in 
this moment? How might our church pray for what God can do 
through us?  How might we be gentle in spirit with each other? 
 
It will apply to the next word.  
 

Anxious… Jesus reminds us not to be consumed by worry and 
stress, but to trust in him.  He carries our burdens and reminds 
us that he even cares for the sparrows and how much more are 
we then they.   I once read that nearly 90% of what we worry 
about in life doesn’t happen and that the 10% that does  
happen is often not as bad as we had worried it would be.   
Worries are mostly projected outward into the future and only 
rob us of the here and now, the day we have been given.   
Jesus once told Martha that she was anxious about many 
things but that only one thing was needful… a relationship with 
Jesus!  Which leads to: 
 

Prayer… When you are anxious, pray!  Pray the prayers you 
know such as the Lord’s Prayer.  Prayers help us in this way… 
they connect us to our God who listens, they produce in us a 
meditative spirit (better than yoga), that helps our emotions  
settle.  Jesus prayed often, especially in the garden of  
Gethsemane.  We can learn from his example.  Prayer is a  
lifeline.  And there is no end to the subject matter for which we 
can pray for ourselves and one another.    
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Peace… The Israelites had a common word they used for 
God’s peace (shalom).  It is a word used today in the land of 
Israel.  It is used as a greeting (much like hello) and it is a word 
used for parting (shalom) peace.  God’s peace that transcends 
all understanding.  This is often hard to accept or even under-
stand (it takes faith) that in difficult times and situations you can 
have God’s peace.  The storm may rage but Christ is with us 
(Emmanuel) and that makes all the difference in how we can 
have peace inside or heart and spirit.  A few deep breaths, a 
closing of the eyes, a heartfelt prayer and a focus on Christ can/
and will bring peace.  A calming feeling that can recenter us on 
Jesus.  Remembering always and forever that Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace!    
 

Think on these…  All those positive thoughts that Paul  
encourages us to think upon.  Let’s do that together!  Leave any 
negativity behind.  Grab hold of the positive.  Imagine how such 
a godly approach over time - can have such a huge  
impact on how we are within our own selves and how we  
project ourselves outward to others.  It can be life changing, 
situation changing, church changing, even world changing as 
we live and proclaim the good news of Jesus in the life we have 
been given to live.  Live it for Jesus and it will be a blessed life!!  
 

God bless you,  

Pastor Lauren  

HUMC members answer the call  
to serve others in many ways -  

 

• Sewing school bags and packing 
these bags with school supplies. 

• Sorting school supplies & packing  
backpacks for local students. 

• Packing meal bags. 
• Replenishing Pastor  
 Discretionary Funds.   
 

Thank you everyone! 
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Anyone is welcome to join us,  
no experience needed!  

 

 
Sundays we sing  

with rehearsal at 8 am:   
November 2, 16, 30;  
December 7,14, 21; 

and January 4 
 

Jennie Anderson 

Happy Autumn!  
 
As I watch the leaves falling, I realize that winter is not far 
behind. Which then means choir begins to ramp up for  
Advent and Christmas. 
 

There will be an "Angel" theme to our anthems this season, 
so we hope these leave with you with the message of 
hope.  If you have been contemplating singing with the 
choir, we'd love to have you join us! 
 

Rehearsal and Sunday choir days are: 
 

Rehearsals:  10/29, 11/12, 11/26 (6pm), 12/3, 12/10, 12/17, 
12/30 (Tue) 
 

Sundays: 11/2, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21, 1/4/26  
 

Thursday, 12/18 we will sing for Blue Christmas 
 Wednesday, 12/24 we will sing for Christmas Eve 
 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas! 
 
Jennie 
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Please consider  
VOLUNTEERING 

for any of the following  
volunteer opportunities. 

 Greeters and Ushers - Contact Shari Perrine  
 Scripture Readers - Contact Diane Thoelke 
   or sign-up in Welcome Area 
 Fellowship servers - Contact Janell Saunders 
   or sign-up in Welcome Area 
 Tech people - Contact Jeff Hauger 
 Communion set-up and servers - Contact Joy Derr 

November 30  First Sunday of Advent 
 
December 7  Second Sunday of Advent 
 
December 14  Third Sunday of Advent 
 
December 18  Blue Christmas 7:00 PM 

 Service of Remembrance and Hope 
at Hubbard UMC 

 
December 21  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   
December 24  Christmas Eve  4:00 PM  
 
Please check the Bulletin  
and Friday  Announcements  

for details as these dates get closer! 

Advent and Christmas Calendar 
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JULY MISSION GIVING 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE   
 United Way - Bemidji     $  1,000.00 
 Northern Pines Camp     $     500.00  
 
 

DESIGNATED MISSION GIVING   
 World Vision - Wellspring    $     550.00 
 Piggy Bank Offering (Heifer)   $  159.43 
 Bemidji UMC - Storm Relief   $  100.00 
 Bemidji United Way      $  100.00 
 Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $    382.50  
   

TOTAL MISSION GIVING - JULY  $  2,791.93  
 

 

AUGUST MISSION GIVING 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE   
 Mission School Kits      $     261.73 
   

DESIGNATED MISSION GIVING   
 Ukraine 14053A       $   500.00 
 UMCOR         $     200.00  
 Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $      503.69 
   

TOTAL MISSION GIVING - AUGUST $  1,465.42 
 
 

SEPTEMBER MISSION GIVING 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE    
 Blessing Bag Pack Event @ RUMC $ 2,000.00 
 Headphones for PR Schools   $    301.14 
   
DESIGNATED MISSION GIVING   
 World Vision - Wellspring    $    250.00  
 Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $    874.81  
 

TOTAL MISSION GIVING - SEPTEMBER    
            $ 3,425.95 
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In August, 30 school bags were sewn with love  
by the Threads of Love quilters. 

We packed these bags full of school supplies. 

School Bag Packing Event 

September 27, we joined members of  
Riverside UMC and Calvary  

to pack 2,400 meal bags to feed 14,400 people! 

Blessing Bag Food Packing Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     ,,  

HUMC MOW Dates: 
 

December 1 - 5 
January 5 - 9 

February 9 - 13 
March 16 - 20 

Volunteers from HUMC  
deliver Meals on Wheels  
to Park Rapids residents  

once every 5 weeks.   
 

If you are interested in  
becoming a delivery person for this 
rewarding activity, please contact  
Don Haagenson at 218-255-2788. 

"Thank You"  
to our many dedicated volunteers! 
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Advent study with Bishop Lanette:  
'A Child is Born'  
 
 
This event recurs Weekly on Monday from Monday,  
December 1, 2025 to Monday, December 22, 2025  
 
 
 
You're invited to participate in the 2025 Advent Study led by 
Bishop Lanette. In this study, United Methodists across the  
Dakotas and Minnesota are invited to read "A Child is Born"  
by Amy-Jill Levine. Dive into the narratives of Isaac, Ishmael,  
Moses, and Samuel to reveal how they foreshadow and enrich 
the timeless Christmas story. Levine shows readers how  
Scripture's earlier birth stories anticipate the story of Jesus’s 
birth and how His birth resonates and gives new meaning to 
those earlier stories.  
 

All are welcome! Hundreds of people participate in this study 
every year, and it is a wonderful time of connection and  
conversation as we prepare our hearts and minds for  
Christmas. Mark your calendar and encourage others to join you. 
 

Discussions will be held via Zoom on Monday evenings,  
Dec. 1-22, 7-8:15 pm Central Time. The schedule is:  

• Dec. 1 - Chapter 1: The Conception and Birth of Isaac and 
Ishmael 

• Dec. 8 - Chapter 2: The Conception and Birth of Samson 

• Dec. 15 - Chapter 3: The Conception and Birth of Samuel 

• Dec. 22 - Chapter 4: Jesus: Heir to Traditions 

 
You must register at 
(https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/AdventChild25)  

 
in order to receive the Zoom link to each gathering.  
Order your books or e-books now  
(https://www.cokesbury.com/A-Child-Is-Born). 
 
The Zoom link will be provided to those who have registered as 
the first discussion draws near. Attending the sessions live will 
provide the most meaningful experience, but each one will be 
recorded and sent to all registrants within a couple days of each 
gathering.  

https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/AdventChild25
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/AdventChild25
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/AdventChild25
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/AdventChild25
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/AdventChild25
https://www.cokesbury.com/A-Child-Is-Born
https://www.cokesbury.com/A-Child-Is-Born
https://www.cokesbury.com/A-Child-Is-Born
https://www.cokesbury.com/A-Child-Is-Born
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December 18 
7:00 pm 

 

at Hubbard UMC 

Overwhelmed?  Sad?  Lost?  Alone?   Depressed?   
Abandoned?  Exhausted?  Brokenhearted?  Despairing?   

 

Christmas  
Eve Service 

December 24, 2024 
4:00 pm  

at Hubbard UMC 

Blue Christmas 
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November 
Doug Rathbun     1 
Angie Hutchins    4 
Pam Davis      7 
Ron Taggart     7 
Randy Wimmer    9 
Denise Kisser   10 
Liz Stevens   13 
Aaron Kjenaas  13 
Barbara Gauldin  16 
Neil Jordheim   16 
Dennis Bolton   19 
Yoland Goltz   20 
Travis Bolton   23 
Betty Larsen   26 

January 
Bob Boyd      4 
Nash Selander    4 
Mary Sue Skelton    8 
Melvin Bolton   11 
Cheryl Steinborn  14 
Lauren Hauger  15 
Bill Schmieg   15 
Bekah Sundsrud  15 
Martha Tacker   16 
Betty Barrett   18 
Janet McMillen  19 
Jennie Anderson  20 
Janet Munson   21 
John Davis   22 
Andy Hendrickson  22 
Don Balk    23 
Edna Underwood  24 
Lily Friedl    27 
Robyn Wimmer  30 

December 
Marshall Howe    2 
Arlene Valentin  12 
Locky Horst   19 
Maxine Rathbun  20 
Nancy Martinson  20 
Gayle Laine   21 
Janet Gray    27 
Sharilyn Perrine  27 
Jim Eisele    28 
Dave Thoelke   31 

November 
 Janet McMillen  
 & Marshall Howe      8 
 Bob & Liz Stevens      9 
 John & Denise Kisser  13 
 Bill & Cherilyn Sinner     25 

 
 

December 
 Ron & Margi Taggart     3 
 Denny & Lynne Boulden  26 
 Steve & Rose Christenson    26 
 Bob & Barb Boyd    27 
 John & Alice Strom   28 
 Steve & Cheryl Steinborn 28 
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
November 26, 2025 

 7:00pm at Hubbard UMC 
 

Come to the service,  
stay for the fellowship,  
and of course, the PIE! 
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Nov 4   Trustees meeting      1:00 pm 

Nov 4   SPRC meeting       3:00 pm 

Nov 5   UWF meeting @ Crystal Brook  1:00 pm 

Nov 13   Worship Team meeting    10:00 am 

Nov 13   Finance Committee meeting   2:00 pm 

Nov 13   Ad Council  meeting     3:00 pm 

Nov 26   Thanksgiving Eve Service    7:00 pm 

Nov 27   Community Thank Meal   11:30 - 2:00 

Nov 29   Hanging of the Greens    9:00 am 

Nov 30   Advent begins    

Dec 3   UWF meeting @ Crystal Brook  1:00 pm 

Dec 18   Blue Christmas      7:00 pm 

Dec 24   Christmas Eve Service     4:00 pm 

Jan 3   Take down Christmas decorations 9:00 am 

 

A pastoral discretionary fund allows Pastor Lauren is  
to respond quickly and compassionately to the immediate 

needs of individuals and families within our congregation or  
community. These funds are typically used to help  

with food, utilities, housing, medical or repairs. 
 

Please Consider Giving to the  
Pastor Discretionary Fund Today! 

The needs continue to be great! 
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Hubbard UMC United Women in Faith are participating  
in a Thank Bank Offering.  If you would like to join us  
in this Mission Giving event, please pick up a jar in the  
Welcome Area and return to Shari Perrine by Sunday,  
November 21.  We give in gratitude for the many blessings 
we enjoy and in turn share with others our God provided 
abundance so that people in need may receive the support 
and services they need. 
 

The Hubbard UMC United Women in Faith are again  
collecting unused Christmas Cards with envelopes (please  
put a postage stamp on if you can).  These cards are  
provided to the inmates in the Hubbard County Jail so  
they can connect with their family at Christmas.  Please  
place the cards in the basket provided in the Welcome  
Area by December 12.  About 300 cards are needed for this 
Mission, so thank you in advance for your generosity.   
 

The Hubbard UMC Untied Women in Faith group doesn’t 
meet in January or February; however, that doesn’t mean  
“we are idle”.  This is a great time to check out a new book 
from our reading program.  Check out the display in the  
Welcome Area to check out a book.   
 
If you would like to add a book to the  
display, please contact Marion Hansen. 
 

Marion Hansen  
UWF President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Women in Faith meet the 
1st Wednesday of the month at 1:00pm 

All are welcome!  
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Care And Comfort 
 

 
“Anyone who works on a quilt, who devotes her time,  

energy, creativity, and passion to that art,  
learns to value the work of her hands. 

 And as any quilter will tell you,  
a quilter’s quilting friends are some of the dearest, 

 most generous, and most supportive people she knows.”  
― Jennifer Chiaverini 

 

 The Threads of Love Quilters invite you to join them on 
Tuesdays, from 9:30 am to 3 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a 
time of sewing, lunch, devotions, laughter, and time spent in  
fellowship with one another. You are welcome to come for all 
day, or come and go as time permits.  
 Once again the group is discovering the fun and creativity of 
making scrap and strip quilts, in addition to the more traditional 
quilt tops. As in past years, they are also cutting and tying 
fleece blankets, and a basket of quilt kits is available to anyone 
who wishes to work from home.  
 Plans are also being made for special events on some  
Tuesdays, plus this year's “Quilters Coffee Hops,” a time to  
discover new quilt shops in the region, while enjoying lunch out.   
 This year, the Quilters will be hosting a Valentine's Day 
Luncheon for ALL the women of HUMC on February 10. Stayed 
tuned for details!  
 

 
 

We are a group of women who are richly blessed 
by the mission and fellowship of the  

Threads of Love Quilters. 
  

Won't you join us?    
Mary Takle, Coordinator 
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        Let us be a praying church! Remember those on our   

Weekly Prayer Guide in your daily prayers. 
 

Please have all joys and prayer requests into the church office by 
Friday morning - 9:00 am. You may also fill out a “Prayer Request” 
form, found on the back of the sanctuary pews, and place in the 
offertory collection or leave in the church office. If desired, we will  
add your request to the prayer chain and the weekly prayer guide.   
 

Please notify the office if/when you would like your  
name removed from the prayer list. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, November 29 

9:00 am 
All are welcome to decorate. 
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Northern Voice- Newsletter Deadline 

The Northern Voice newsletter is published quarterly. 
Our next Northern Voice will be SPRING 2025 , for the 

months of November, December, and January. 
The article submission deadline is January 15th.   

A Christian Version of 
‘Twas The Night Before Christmas 

 

’Twas the night before Christmas and all through the church, 
The chosen were singing about His Son’s birth. 

The bibles were open to Matthew that night, 
And praises were sung to a heavenly height. 

 

The pastor spoke boldly the Word we all love, 
About our sweet Jesus who came from above. 
She spoke of salvation to those who were lost, 

For whom Christ had died for upon Calvary’s cross. 
 

He knew through the year’s we’d been bound up by sin, 
But we could be free if we’d just let Him in. 

So open your hearts all you people who know, 
And let Jesus make your soul white as snow 

Heed the Gospels of Matthew, Mark Luke and John, 
About His great work that they’ve carried on. 

 

The Epistles of Paul will show us the way. 
Revelation tells us of the glorious day 

At the sound of the trump and the twink of an eye, 
We’ll be caught up with Jesus to a cloud in the sky. 

We’ll sit down with Jesus to a wonderful feast, 
Then come back with Him to bind up the beast. 

 

There’ll be no dying, no sickness, no tears 
We’ll reign in His glory for one thousand years 
And after these things a new heaven and earth  

And all because of our dear Savior’s birth 
So “Follow Me Children” we hear Jesus say, 
That He is the Truth, the Life, and the Way. 

 


